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speech had stated or implied that no government should rule peoples without their consent, that the American government had been created of, by, and for the American people as an instrument for the advancement of its own well-being. It could not be made successfully into one for the advancement of the well-being of remote, alien, and reluctant or bitterly opposed peoples. Any attempt, on whatever pretext, to imitate foreign powers in their policy, or to interfere in the affairs of other nations was inimical to everything that had made America a great and unique land. If it was to continue so,.it must keep to a course wisely charted and amply vindicated by experience. These ideas were repeated again and again in the addresses and the pamphlets, poems, and other writings of the anti-imperialists.
The vigorous campaign of this group, together with the support of the Democratic party under Bryan's leadership in the presidential campaign of 1900, aroused the hope in many breasts that America might return once and for all to its older conception of its destiny. This was not to be the case. The election of 1900 involved other issues than imperialism and anti-imperialism, but the decision favored the new course. The great mass of the people, however, probably supposed that by this course we had merely wet our feet rather than plunged into midstream.
Preparation for the Second Crusade
Although the colonies, were retained, although the Navy was expanded, although participation in world politics reached new levels in the administration of Theodore Roosevelt, neither the movement for domestic reform nor that for international peace was shunted aside. On the contrary, the Progressive movement and the New Freedom alike enjoyed signal support and reaped material victories. The growing strength of imperialism and navalism was accompanied by an extraordinary development of the peace movement. Leading educators, dergymen, writers, labor spokesmen, and businessmen joined peace societies and testified to their opposition to war and to their conviction that America must lead the world in establishing peace. There is also evidence that peace propaganda reached down among the people as it never had done before. Thus Wilson's gradually developing internationalism was to strike responsive chords.
The growth of this peace sentiment did not mean the growth of senti-